/7 Practice
ARCHITECTS unpacking the Building Safety Act

Height of New Buildings

Scenario A Scenario B Scenario C

Storeys should be counted from the first For buildings on sloped ground, ground Measure height to the top storey’s
level above ground, and height measured level is the lowest point touching the floor surface, excluding rooftop
from ground level to the top storey's floor structure. Height is measured from this gardens. In buildings where the top
surface. In Diagram A, the building is 7 lowest ground level to the top, and storeys level is machinery or plant rooms,
storeys high according to the Regulations. are counted starting above ground level. height is measured to the floor of the

storey below.

Scenario D Scenario E Scenario F

For a 7-storey residential tower on sloped A gallery floor counts as a storey if it A 4-storey and 8-storey residential
ground with a rooftop plant room, height is covers at least 50% of the internal tower are connected by a party wall
measured from ground level to the top area of the largest storey above or on sloped ground. This combined
residential storey, not including the plant below it. In Diagram E, the gallery floor structure is considered 8 storeys.

room. is counted as a storey.



